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STANLEY ‘ABE’ HART           
                                                                      ‘LET’S GET MOBILE’ 
 
Stanley HART (Dad) was born in August 19th, 1906 

the 6th child of John and Rose Hannah Hart (photo 

right) of 8 Chainey Pieces Haverhill.  He attended 

the Haverhill Council School now the Old Cangle 

until he was 15. When he left school he went to 

work for C Claydon & Co Cycles and Motorcycles in 

the High Street Haverhill where he learnt the trade 

of cycle and motorcycle repairs. His first love was 

football and his second was motorcycles.  

 

Photo left: Stanley aged about eight years 

Stanley Hart suffered from the effects of polio so was 

considered unfit for national service. However at the age 

of twenty he went to work at Crittalls at Cressing near 

Braintree where he was engaged in munitions work and 

the making of metal window and door frames used in the 

construction of the army and aircraft buildings throughout 

the United Kingdom. At Crittals he learnt to weld and 

braze and this became a useful tool throughout his 

working life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanley married Ivy Gladys Mayes at Barnadistion Church on 

February 10th, 1935. Photo right: Ivy Gladys Mayes 
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Stanley and Ivy lived with Stanley’s mother at 8, Chainey 

Pieces where they had 7 children; Rosemary, John, 

Philip, David, twins Ann and Richard and finally Jill who 

was born in 1954.  

(Photo right: Stanley & Ivy standing right back, with their first six 

children; Rose Hart, Stanley’s mother, is seated holding twins 

Richard and Ann, 1948) 

Stanley left Crittalls in 1936 to work for Chapman and 

Son, Market Hill, Haverhill as a cycle and motorcycle 

mechanic. Most people in the 1930s had a cycle or if you 

were lucky a motor cycle for it was only the well off 

people who could afford to run a motor car. I have been 

told that Stanley (Dad) made the fittings and erected the 

penny farthing bike on the top of Chapman’s shop which 

was a local ‘show piece’ for many years. (It was removed in the 1960s and is now at Terry 

Chapman’s home.) Stanley was affectionally known as Abe Hart although this was a nickname 

given to him by his brother Hector. Uncle Hec, as we used to call him, gave him this name as 

he was a bit tight, like Shylock, with his money, although the name Abe means ‘a father of 

many’ and is derived from the Hebrew name of Abraham. Dad, known as ABE HART is 

remembered by many local people to this day and this name stuck with him for the rest of his 

life. 

While Dad was working at Chapman’s, RAF Stradishall, who used an 

enormous amount of bikes for the soldiers, approached Mr Chapman 

and asked if he would take on the contract to repairing these bikes. 

Mr Chapman declined as he was expanding his business for the 

demand for radio and 

television at that time.  

Dad saw an opportunity here 

so he made contact with RAF 

Stradishall and he was 

offered the contract subject 

to him having suitable 

premises to work from.  First 
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he was able to rent an old slaughterhouse at the rear of 22 High Street as a workshop, the 

shop on the front being a Dentist. In 1945 the Dentist retired so  Dad had the opportunity to 

take over the whole premises and he then opened a cycle shop as well as the repair workshop.   

Photo below: the shop at 22 High Street decorated for the Coronation  

Throughout his adult life Dad was keen motorcyclist 

and it was through this that he had also become a 

skilled motorcycle mechanic. He applied for the BSA 

motorcycle franchise and was successful in obtaining 

it. So he became the area BSA agent for motorbikes, 

cycles and air guns.  As the business expanded he took 

on George Marsh to help him and as they left school 

his sons, John, Phillip, David and Richard joined the 

business. Dad used to stay open late when people 

came into the town for the ‘pictures’ (cinema) and 

dances and people would leave their bikes at his shop 

for safety.  

In June 1958 Haverhill suffered one of its worst floods since 1903 and the whole centre of the 

town was under water. There was a row of cottages in Withersfield Road which were severely 

damaged by flood water and numbers 32 and 34 came up for sale.  These faced Crowland 

Road.  Wanting to expand his business, Dad bought these two cottages and made them into a 

shop. This was funded by Mrs Hart (Mum) winning £400.00 on The Spastic Football Pools.  

Photo right: The shop at 32/34 Withersfield Road 

The shop still stands 

and is now a 

hairdressers. This shop 

sold cycles and toys 

and a new line of 

fishing tackle was 

introduced which 

proved to be very successful. The rooms above the 

shop were converted into two self-contained flats and 

were let out to local couples. I had to go and work in 

this shop after school and after leaving school I 

reluctantly joined my father’s business and with my 
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brother Phillip and my mother we ran this shop between us. Brother Phillip was responsible 

for all the cycle and moped repairs that were carried out in what was the kitchen in the 

cottage.  The other old kitchen was used as an office and store room.   

However in 1960s, Queens Square was built and Dad saw a new opportunity and purchased 

the lease of number 10. From here he transferred the business from Withersfield Road to 

Queens Square and took over the new shop. (This shop is now Billson’s Opticians) 

Sadly, floods struck again in the summer of 1968. However, due to a flood warning we were 

able to move most of the stock from the downstairs of the Queens Square shop upstairs. I 

remember standing on the stairs and watching the water come trickling under the door and 

through the air vents under the windows. It came up waist high on me and smelt terrible. 

When the waters subsided we had the awful task of cleaning all the sludge and mud away and 

had to redecorate and replace flooring before we could open for business again. 

The next chapter in the life of the shops go back to the early sixties and to High Street when 

the shop at 22 High Street was compulsory purchased for redevelopment. So Dad had to find 

new premises and he purchased the old Empire Cinema, as it was known, for £2300.  This was 

situated behind Barclays Bank.  The Empire Cinema opened in 1912 and for a while was named 

‘Haverhill Electric Palace’.   
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The cinema was not only used for films; at Christmas, 1912 a production of the pantomime 

‘Cinderella’ was presented. Other notable acts were on the billing from time to time such as a 

weeklong musical play ‘Laugh O’ London’ which featured some stars for the Lyceum Theatre in 

London. The new Playhouse Cinema opened in 1928 but the two cinemas ran together for 

about 20 years. The Empire Cinema closed on Saturday 13th March, 1948 and remained 

untouched inside until Dad took 

over the building. It had all the old 

seats, the projection equipment 

and alternator room with its 

generator. There were dressing 

rooms under the stage and it also 

had an orchestra pit and an old 

piano that was used for silent films. 

As the floor of the cinema had a 

steep slope the shop, workshop 

and stores had to be built on 

different levels. The shop opened 

for business in September 1962.  

The two businesses continued to carry on successfully run by the Hart family, a proper family 

business. 

Sadly, over time Dad’s health continued to fail and he was finding it difficult to get to and from 

the shops so it was decided, as the High street building (The Old Empire) was tall and spacious 

inside, to have a flat built for Mum and Dad and my youngest sister Jill, to live in. A new floor 

was put in over the workshop and stores but sadly Dads health deteriorated and he died in 

July, 1967 so the flat was never fitted out and completed – more about this later 

We now return the Queens Square shop that was run again by my brother Phillip, me and 

Mum. Phillip’s wife, Jenny, also joined the staff. A small workshop was created upstairs and 

Phillip had to carry the cycles upstairs for repair and back down again. (There must have been 

a Health and Safety at Work issue here!) The stairs had a sharp turn so this was not an easy 

task.  

The rest of the upstairs was given over to a Toy Department and was run by Jenny. I stayed 

downstairs with Mum to run the Fishing Department and Cycle’s Sales. I remember I had to 

handle the smelly maggots and lugworm that were sold as bait for the local anglers and 
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sometimes the maggots, especially over a week end, would hatch out to bluebottles which had 

to be dealt with (Yuhh!)  

After Dad had died Mr Moat, the Manager of Glasswell’s Furniture Store, a shop that was 

adjacent to our shop, approached Mum, and asked her had she any thoughts about selling the 

shop. After some family discussions it was decided that as the High Street shop had now a new 

upstairs available (which would have been the flat for Mum and Dad) it would be sensible to 

use this space and have all the business under one roof. So it was decided, that as Glasswell’s 

were ready to buy 10 Queens Square, to move everything to the High Street premises. So the 

Fishing Tackle and Toy Departments were now upstairs at 39a High Street, Telephone 

Haverhill 2667. 

The business continued now and was run by Mum, Jenny and us four brothers. However, later 

I decided to leave the business and went to work at Pye Telecommunications. Then brother 

John opened his own cycle shop in Cherry Hinton and was there from 1973 to 1987. This left 

my two brothers Phillip and David with Mum and now my sisters, who had joined them, to run 

the business. They employed some additional staff and opened a gun and accessories shop at 

the end of the building which still stands today as a Boutique. This was run by brother David 

In 1981 it was decided to sell the business. There were several good offers made and it was 

sold to a firm in Colchester who renamed the business ONGAR MOTORCYLES. They carried on 

for some ten years and eventually they closed and sold the building to Barclays Bank Ltd. The 

building is now part of Barclay’s banking hall. 

However, the good news is that the Hart name carried on in the cycle trade with John at 

Cherry Hinton and Phillip opening a shop in Withersfield Road. He later moved to Queens 

Square. When brother John closed his shop at Cherry Hinton for health reasons, he joined 

Phillip and they both ran the new Queens Square shop until they retired. Brother David had 

moved to Norfolk and started a successful driving school and Mum enjoyed a happy 

retirement.  

 

 

 

Written by Richard Hart, youngest son of Stanley ‘Abe’ Hart.  


